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Rev. Thomas J. Ferland, Pastor

Rev. Richard P. Desaulniers, Pastor Emeritus
Rev. John A. Kiley, Senior Priest

WEEKDAY MASSES: Tuesday and Thursday 8:30AM
HOLY DAY MASSES: As announced

ADMITTED IN RI & MA

665 DIAMOND HILL RD
WOONSOCKET, RI

ST. JAMES CEMETERY:
Contact the Parish Office

SUNDAY MASSES:
Saturday Vigil 4:00PM
Sunday 10:00AM

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Bileau’s
Flowers, Inc.
665 DIAMOND HILL RD
WOONSOCKET, RI

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesday and Thursday
9:00AM to 2:00PM
Closed Legal Holidays

90 WINTER ST.

STATE-CERTIFIED VEHICLE

INSPECTIONS FACILITY
RI EMISSIONS SAFETY

CONFESSIONS: Saturdays 3:30-3:45PM
BAPTISMS: Contact the Parish Office prior to the birth of your child
MARRIAGES: Contact the Parish Office one year in advance
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: Please contact the Parish Office
HOLY ORDERS: Please contact the Diocesan Office of Vocations at 331-1316

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

February 7, 2021
Ash Wednesday
February 17, 2021

We continue to keep the health and safety of our parishioners a top
priority. Our church pews remain marked off for socially and prayerfully distant seating,
hand sanitizer is available at the entrance, mask wearing is encouraged, sanitization of
the pews and common areas is done after each mass.
In light of Governor Raimondo’s press conference on November 19, 2020, the seating
capacity of the church is reduced to 125 people at this time.
We encourage you to stay safe and worship with us during our live-stream masses on the
St. James and St. Ambrose Facebook pages.

Mass Times

Saturday, February 6, 2021

Vigil Mass of the Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:00 p.m. Terry Meehan

Requested by Louise Dussault and Fern Dery

God Bless You and Stay Safe.

What are the origins of Ash Wednesday and the use of ashes?
The liturgical use of ashes originated in the Old Testament times. Ashes symbolized mourning, mortality, and penance.

Sunday, February 7, 2021
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

10:00 a.m. Rene Fortier -18th Anniversary
Requested by his Wife, Claire

For instance, in the Book of Esther, Mordecai put on sackcloth and ashes when he heard of the decree of King Xerxes, 485-464 B.C.
of Persia to kill all of the Jewish people in the Persian Empire (Esther 4:1).
Job (whose story was written between the 7th and 5th centuries B.C.) repented in sackcloth and ashes (Job 42:6). Prophesying the
Babylonian captivity of Jerusalem, Daniel (c. 550 B.C.) wrote, “I turned to the Lord God, pleading in earnest prayer, with fasting,
sackcloth, and ashes” (Daniel 9:3). In the 5th century B.C., after Jonah’s preaching of conversion and repentance, the town of
Nineveh proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, and the king covered himself with sackcloth and sat in the ashes (Jonah 3:5-6).
These Old Testament examples evidence both a recognized practice of using ashes and a common understanding of their symbolism.
Jesus Himself also made reference to ashes: Referring to towns that refused to repent of sin although they had witnessed the
miracles and heard the gospel, our Lord said, “If the miracles worked in you had taken place in Tyre and Sidon, they would have reformed in sackcloth and ashes long ago” (Matthew 11:21).
The early Church continued the usage of ashes for the same symbolic reasons. In his book, De Poenitentia, Tertullian (c. 160-220)
prescribed that the penitent must “live without joy in the roughness of sackcloth and the squalor of ashes.” Eusebius (260-340),
the famous early Church historian, recounted in his The History of the Church how an apostate named Natalis came to Pope
Zephyrinus clothed in sackcloth and ashes begging forgiveness.
In the Middle Ages (at least by the time of the eighth century), those who were about to die were laid on the ground on top of
sackcloth sprinkled with ashes. The priest would bless the dying person with holy water, saying, “Remember that thou art dust
and to dust thou shalt return.” After the sprinkling, the priest asked, “Art thou content with sackcloth and ashes in testimony of
thy penance before the Lord in the day of judgment?” To which the dying person replied, “I am content.” In all of these examples,
the symbolism of mourning, mortality, and penance is clear.
Eventually, the use of ashes was adapted to mark the beginning of Lent, the 40-day preparation period (not including Sundays) for
Easter. The ritual for the “Day of Ashes” is found in the earliest editions of the Gregorian Sacramentary which dates at least to the
8th century. About the year 1000, an Anglo-Saxon priest named Aelfric preached, “We read in the books both in the Old Law and in
the New that the men who repented of their sins bestrewed themselves with ashes and clothed their bodies with sackcloth. Now let us
do this little at the beginning of our Lent that we strew ashes upon our heads to signify that we ought to repent of our sins during the
Lenten fast.” Since the Middle Ages, the Church has used ashes to mark the beginning of the penitential season of Lent, when we
remember our mortality and mourn for our sins.

In our present liturgy for Ash Wednesday, we use ashes made from the burned palm branches distributed on the
Palm Sunday of the previous year. In non-pandemic times the ashes would be blessed and imposed on the
foreheads of the faithful, making the sign of the cross and saying, “Remember, man you are dust and to dust you
shall return,” or “Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel.” This year the Vatican Congregation for
Divine Worship and the Sacraments asked priests to take special anti-COVID-19 precautions this year when
distributing ashes on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17. The priest will be sprinkling the ashes upon each person’s head
without saying anything and not making a cross on people's foreheads.
When we begin the holy season of Lent in preparation for Easter, we must remember the significance of the ashes we have received: We mourn and do penance for our sins. We again convert our hearts to the Lord, who suffered, died, and rose for our salvation. We renew the promises made at our baptism, when we died to an old life and rose to a new life with Christ. Finally, mindful
that the kingdom of this world passes away, we strive to live the kingdom of God now and look forward to its fulfillment in heaven.

Monday, February 8, 2021

St. Jerome Emiliani and St. Joseohine Bakhita, Virgin

7:30 a.m. St. Ambrose
5:00 p.m. St. Ambrose
6:30 p.m. St. James

In our present liturgy for Ash Wednesday, we
use ashes made from the burned palm branches
distributed on the Palm Sunday of the previous
year. In non-pandemic times the ashes would
be blessed and imposed on the foreheads of the
faithful, making the sign of the cross and saying, “Remember, man you are dust and to dust
you shall return,” or “Turn away from sin and
be faithful to the Gospel.”

7:30 a.m. Mass at St. Ambrose Church

Tuesday, February 9, 2021
Weekday

8:30 a.m. Edgar Longpre -Month’s Mind
Requested by his Wife and Family

Wednesday, February 10, 2021
St. Scholastica, Virgin

This year the Vatican Congregation for
Divine Worship and the Sacraments asked
priests to take special anti-COVID-19
precautions this year when distributing
ashes on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17. The
priest will be sprinkling the ashes upon each
person’s head without saying anything and
not making a cross on people's foreheads.

7:30 a.m. Mass at St. Ambrose Church

Thursday, February 11, 2021
Our Lady of Lourdes

8:30 a.m.

Pro Populo

Friday, February 12, 2021
Weekday

8:30 a.m.. Mass at St. Ambrose Church

Weekly Collections
Week of January 31, 2021

Weekly Budget Envelopes
Capital Improvement
On-Line Giving
Votive Candles

$ 1,433.00
$
60.00
$ 545.00
$
78.00

Saturday, February 13, 2021

Vigil Mass of the Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:00 p.m. Larry Palazini -11th Anniversary
Requested by his Wife and Family

Sunday, February 14, 2021
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

10:00 a.m. Philias Desrosiers -4th Anniversary
Requested by his Son, Philip

As always, thank you for your continued generosity
during this difficult and challenging time!
We depend solely upon your weekly support
to meet our weekly parish expenses.
We encourage you to continue to mail in your budget
envelopes and other special and second
collection contributions during this time.
This is also a great time to consider
On-Line Giving.
Please visit our website and the link
to sign up for On-Line Giving.

Thank you for your
continued support
of the
St. James Food Pantry

OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION
AND YOUTH MINISTRY
401.766-1558
Mr. Paul Adam, Coordinator (Grades K-8)
First Communion and Confirmation Preparation
& Youth Ministry

Items to consider donating include:

Today’s Missal
We have a limited quantity of Today’s Missal
available At the Church.
It is the Advent-Lent edition for
November 29 to March 20, 2021.

If you attend mass in-person you will be
able to obtain a copy at the church for your
personal use. Please take the missal back
and forth with you to mass.
Please do not leave the missal in the pews
as they will be thrown away.
If you would like to pick-up a copy at the
Parish Office, please contact Robin.

The St. James Parish Bulletin
continues to be available online but if
you would like to receive a printed copy
of the weekly parish bulletin, please stop
by the Parish Office during the week.
We will also begin make important
announcements from the bulletin
at the weekend masses.
Christian charity requires
that we protect ourselves
and others.
Stop the spread.
PLEASE WEAR A MASK

Cereal
Pancake mix
Jams and Jellies
Peanut Butter
Canned Soups
Pasta
Mac & Cheese
Spaghetti Sauce
Rice
Tuna Fish
Canned Vegetables
Canned Beans

Celebrate the Year of St. Joseph…
"Just as Mary, Mother of the Saviour, is spiritual mother of all
Christians...Joseph looks on all Christians as having been confided to
himself... He is the defender of the Holy Church, which is truly the
House of God and the Kingdom of God on earth." —Pope Leo XIII

stjamesfaithformation@yahoo.com

Faith Formation
2020-2021
Grades K-8

In-person classes
resume in February.
Virtual/Home Study Lessons should
continue to be completed on the weeks
that class does not meet in-person.

If you would like to schedule a
Mass intention for 2021,
please call the Parish Office.
The church doors are open
at St. James Church
from 8:00am - 2:00pm daily
for individual prayer.
Please wear a mask and
practice social distancing
when you visit.

We hope to see you soon…
but if you are still not
able to attend mass
in person…

We continue to live-stream our weekday and
weekend masses on our
Facebook page:
St. James Office of Faith Formation

Pope Francis’ Prayer to St. Joseph
Glorious Patriarch Saint Joseph,
whose power makes the impossible possible,
come to my aid in these times of
anguish and difficulty.
take under your protection
the serious and troubling situations
that I commend to you,
that they may have a happy outcome.
My beloved father, all my trust is in you.
Let it not be said that I
invoked you in vain,
and since you can do everything
with Jesus and Mary,
show me that your goodness is
as great as your power.
Amen.

Youth Ministry
If you would like to join, please contact …
stjamesfaithformation@yahoo.com
Stay tuned for further Zoom announcements.

